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February 26 - March 2
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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

I am pleased to share this week’s edition of The Herald with you. 
You’ll find it filled with fabulous upcoming events, new and exciting 
opportunities for our students, and some valuable resources as we 
head into the Month of March.

I would like to begin by providing you will information regarding a 
number of new and existing partnerships that our schools and district 
have established.  First, I want to thank Mr. Steven Fink of Coditum, one 
of our new partners, for visiting Hoboken High School last week and 
presenting a powerful, unique opportunity to our students. Coditum 
and the Hoboken Public School District are now working together 
to provide 16 Hoboken High School Students with full scholarships 
to enroll in the Coditum Experience. Coditum has recently opened 
a new location in the Hoboken Monroe Center, where students will 
be trained in application programs like Python and Java, and more 
importantly, how to teach  these programs to others. After completing 
the program, our participating high school students will have the 
opportunity to intern as coding teachers with Coditum in our Passport 
to Learning After School Program! Following a successful semester 
of teaching, students will also be offered a technical interview with 
Coditum, and potential employment thereafter. This is a once-in-a-
lifetime, world-class experience offered no where else but Hoboken 
High School. Questions about this program should be directed to Mr. 
Della Fave, Director of Innovative Programs at cdellafave@hoboken.
k12.nj.us.

As you have read previously and may have seen on Twitter, the 
Hoboken Public School District is working with two professors and 
their classes at Stevens Institute of Technology to design and build a 
living classroom and outdoor activity park at Hoboken Middle School. 
This partnership took another big step forward these past two weeks 
when the two Stevens’ design teams and their instructors met with 
Hoboken Public School District’s Board Members, 5th and 6th grade 
students, parents, administrators, and staff members from across 
the district. Following an initial input session with 7th and 8th grade 
students, this meeting furthered the conversation regarding unique 
activities and learning experiences that all stakeholders might like to 
see incorporated at Hoboken Middle School. This past Friday, Mr. 
Della Fave and I visited the Stevens’ students during their classes 
and took a sneak peek at their preliminary designs. Updates will be 
continually posted as they happen, so keep a close eye on The Herald 
and our social media outlets!

In terms of other partnerships, I would be remiss if I did not 
announce Hoboken High School’s newly formed partnerships with 
Rider University and NJIT. Both Universities are making it possible 
for students to take identified courses in our very own program of 
studies for both high school credits toward graduation, and for as 
low as $150.00 per collegiate credit toward the establishment of a 
higher education transcript. Both Rider and NJIT will join our already 
established partnership with Fairleigh Dickinson University.  

During our recent meeting with an NJIT representative, we were also 
presented with a series of amazing summer program opportunities 
for our upper elementary and middle school students.  We will be 
announcing these programs soon, to those students who qualify.  

Partnerships don’t only have to be forged with institutions or 
organizations. Some of the most valuable partnerships established 
are those between schools and families.  On Friday, I had the pleasure 
of attending Calabro Elementary School’s Parent Career Panel which 
provided 5th and 6th grade students the opportunity to learn about 
specific careers and to ask valuable questions. This week’s panel 
focused on the medical and health care field. The students were so 
fortunate to learn from Dr. Ron Ben-Meir, a Board Certified Physical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation, Interventional Spine and Sports Medicine 
doctor; Ms. Kara Cohen, a sales representative with Medtronic who 
previously served as a U.S. Army Bridging and Demolitions Engineer; 
and, Ms. Brittani Montalvo, a critical care and trauma nurse for Jersey 
City Medical Center.  All three panel members are parents of children 
at Calabro Elementary School and enthusiastically volunteered to 
participate in this incredible learning experience, crafted by the 
school’s P.T.O. 

Partnerships with families reach into the middle and high school 
levels in the Hoboken School District, as well. On Friday evening, Dr. 
Davis and the Middle School Parent Advisory Group hosted their 1st 
Annual Game Night.  And, on Thursday, March 22nd, the Hoboken 
High School’s Guidance Department will be hosting a student and 
family College Planning Night. This event is another glowing example 
of the High School’s commitment to enhancing college and career 
readiness opportunities. Discussion topics will include the college 
search and application processes, as well as how to navigate financial 
aid guidelines and paperwork. In an effort to prepare students for 
collegiate entrance tests, The Princeton Review SAT Preparation 
Program has returned to Hoboken High School and will once again 
be offered during the Personal Growth Period (PGP). Just recently, 
students were administered a baseline assessment in order to best 
prepare the instructors and students for the upcoming, 10-week 
review course which is set to begin on March 8th, leading up to the 
May SAT Administration. This type of test review is invaluable for our 
students, and we wish them the best of luck when they sit for the SAT 
exams! 

In so many editions of The Herald, I have announced various topics 
associated with our Project Lead The Way (PLTW) Program, as 
well as a number of fine and performing arts and cultural learning 
opportunities. Our unique blend of STEAM experiences across the 
curriculum encourages innovative planning, creativity, and critical 
thinking.  

Last Thursday, members of our International Club, led by teachers 
Ms. Delarosa and Ms. Cruz, ventured into New York City to see the 
play “La Gringa.” La Gringa is a play about a young girl, Maria, who 
travels to Puerto Rico in search of her roots after 22 years of living 
in New York City. While she was initially rejected as a “true Puerto 
Rican” by her family members there, she was able to overcome their 
judgement and realize her true passions. The message of overcoming 
adversity and finding self-awareness in La Gringa is so very powerful.  
I want to personally thank Ms. Delarosa and Ms. Cruz for making this 
trip a reality for our students.

On Friday, during the Personal Growth 
Period, Hoboken High School hosted its 
annual Unity Luncheon: We Are One. Rabbi 
Melenger and Reverend John Armstrong 
were in attendance and spoke about unity 
at this interfaith celebration. Mr. MacAulay, 
High School film and production teacher, 
visits both the synagogue and church on a 
regular basis and felt that both gentlemen 
would bring value and meaning our event. 
They shared with our high school students, 
how their religious communities have 
come together to celebrate what each 
group has to offer.  Our students had great 
questions, and both the Rabbi and Reverend were open and generous 
with their time. Mr. Munoz was instrumental in organizing this event 
and Mr. Stasiak and Ms. Hoyt did not disappoint. Both the band and 
chorus shared music that represented various time periods of history 

and how the pieces relate to African American history.  What would a 
luncheon be without the delicious, authentic foods from Chef Nelson 
and her student team?  Guests dined on a beautiful buffet with items 
such as pulled pork, honey glazed chicken, and baked macaroni and 
cheese to name just a few. 

Hoboken Public School District’s very own Theater Department is 
getting ready to host its next Family Movie Night fundraiser, scheduled 
for Friday, March 2nd. Join Ms. Miller and her team for a screening 
of Coco. Refreshments will be available at 4:00 PM before the movie 
screening, which will begin at 5:00 PM in the Hoboken High School 
Auditorium. More details can be found in the flyer linked here. 

I am elated to announce family day focused on STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) learning at Hoboken 
High School on Saturday, March 10th. To begin, Ms. Miller’s Theater 
Department will be hosting its first ever Family Theater Day, from 9:00 
AM - 12:00 PM. This fundraiser, organized by Ms. Miller and her staff, 
is intended to showcase the work of the Department and its talented 
students. Those families in attendance will learn from Hoboken 
Public School District’s nationally-recognized Theater Department by 
participating in a series of workshops and other fun, hands-on theatre 
activities. More information can be here. I do hope that you join us 
and enjoy a morning of theatre with your entire family! 

Immediately following the conclusion of Theater Day, Hoboken High 
School will be hosting our first ever Makers Day Event, beginning at 
12:30 PM. Be sure to plan your family’s entire day at Hoboken High 
School. At this event, your family will learn all about the awesome things 
happening inside Hoboken High School’s engineering,robotics, and 
computer science labs. Adults and children will have the opportunity 
to participate in Robotics Challenges, experiment with button makers 
and different electronics, use the 3D printers, and so much more! 
Come celebrate STEAM with us on March 10th.  It is sure to be an 
incredible day! Flyers for both events can be found below.

As the district gears up for the the production of Willy Wonka later 
this spring, the Theater Department will also be hosting the highly-
anticipated Disney Sing-Along Event on March 23rd.  Children are 
invited to dress up like their favorite Disney characters and sing-along 
to classic Disney songs. Doors will open at 4:30 PM for snacks, raffles, 
balloon animals, and face painting before the show begins at 6:00 
PM. To purchase tickets in advance, go to: hhsnj.booktix.com.

Last Friday was officially the 100th Day of School. Our elementary 
students across the district had a great time celebrating in a variety 
of different ways, including dressing up, arts and crafts projects, 
and classroom lessons centered around the centennial theme of the 
day. In addition, Calabro Elementary School also hosted their Black 
History Month assembly, which featured many brilliant lessons and 
contributions made by African Americans. You can find a number of 
photos below for your viewing pleasure.

On Wednesday, February 28th, each elementary school will be hosting 
a Kindergarten Day of Visitation for parents of incoming students. 
Each family received a placement letter for the school in which their 
child will attend Kindergarten. This special day will give parents the 
opportunity to visit their child’s future school, meet the principal and 
key employees, take a school tour and hear from P.T.O members, and 
see classrooms in action. The visits will be held from 9:00-11:00 AM. 
Additional information about the Kindergarten Day of Visitation can 
be found in the Placement Letters that were sent home. 

Our first semester of Passport to Learning has concluded and the 
second semester has begun. You can catch up on anything you 
missed by reading the latest edition of Journey Magazine, designed 
and written exclusively by students. It is available on our website. 
In this new semester of Passport to Learning, students are already 
working on amazing projects. Check out our social media pages for 
more from our Passport to Learning program, district-wide.

Our PTO’s from each school have come together to host a jointly 
sponsored activity. They are collaboratively thrilled to announce 
their first co-sponsored event, which is sure to be a great time for all 
families. On Sunday, April 15th at 3 PM, the Hoboken Public School 
District’s teachers and staff members will face off against the Harlem 
Wizards in a competitive basketball game in the Hoboken High 
School gymnasium. You can buy advanced tickets by following this 
link: https://harlemwizards.thundertix.com/events/124353. I hope to 
see you and your entire family there!

The second edition of our 2017-2018 Quarterly Newsletters are here! 
Grab a cup of coffee or tea, sit and relax, and read through each to 
learn more about our schools’ happenings during the second marking 
period.

In response to the growing number of flu cases across Hudson 
County, New Jersey, and the nation, school districts have been asked 
to distribute the following guidelines set forth by the State and the 
Department of Health for school districts, as well as general parent 
resources for how to combat the flu at home. Flu Resources

The recent heinous acts of violence at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Florida has the entire nation is seeking answers 
and demanding preventative measures to ensure that students and
staff members are safe during the school and work day. The Hoboken
School District continues to review and refine all security protocols,
investigate new measures, and maintain meaningful dialogue with our
local law enforcement agency. Last Thursday, I met with Police Chief,
Ken Ferrante, to review recommended best practices and to discuss
the realities associated with tragedies, such as that in Parkland. It is
during times such as these that fears are heightened. School districts 
solicit suggestions, take actions, and communicate with stakeholders. 
It was is important that the Chief and I are on the same page in terms 
of best practices and new measures that we could take to further 
employ preventative measures. Together, we decided that rather 
than communicate with families via letter, we would host small group 
dialogues with parents and our elder students to hear concerns, take 
comments, answer questions, and discuss district-wide training, as 
well as existing and newly recommended safety measures. Those 
dates will be announced shortly. Our principals have received notes 
over the past few days from parents asking about the March 14th 
National School Walkout Day. Please understand that there are many 
safety considerations that we must think through. I will be meeting 
with our principals, HS student council representatives, PTO & HPEF 
leaders, and representatives from the Police Department tomorrow 
morning to talk through and draft guidance parameters for our schools 
and for parents regarding the walkout. I will be communicating those 
in the upcoming days. In the meantime, if you would like to speak 
with me directly, I will make myself available to meet with you prior to 
the round table dialogues. For district information, program updates, 
and upcoming events, I encourage you to take a look at our new 
Interactive Calendar! Inside you will find important program highlights 
and resources, contact information, and more! This calendar will be 
updated throughout the year, so be sure to check back often. In 
addition, we have posted a website tutorial for those having some 
difficulty finding information.  

Please note, February’s SEPAC Meeting has been rescheduled to 
February 28th, from 6:30 to 8:00 PM. Keep an eye on our Athletics 
calendar so that you can follow our Varsity Basketball Teams, as they 
compete in their respective State Tournaments.  

As always, be sure to connect with us on our social media platforms and 
download our mobile application, where we publish updates in real-
time for your convenience. Follow us on Twitter @HobokenSchools, 
like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/hobokenpublicschools, and 
download our app on your Android and iOS devices by searching 
“Hoboken School District” in the Google Play Store and Apple Store.

Sincerely, 

Dr. Christine Johnson
Dr. Christine Johnson
Superintendent of Schools

New HPEF Initiatives
Become a Donor

www.hobokenpef.org

Guidance Department

The Princeton Review SAT Preparation Program has returned to 
Hoboken High School and will once again be offered during the 
Personal Growth Period (PGP). Just recently, students were administered 
a baseline assessment in order to best prepare the instructors and 
students for the upcoming, 10-week review course which is set to 
begin on March 8th, leading up to the May SAT Administration. This 
type of test review is invaluable for our students, and we wish them 
the best of luck when they sit for the SAT exams! 

Please be sure to check the 2017-2018 Guidance Calendar for all 
of our upcoming college visits, student and parent workshops, and 
events.

Click here to learn more about Hoboken High School, our different academic programs, clubs and 
sports!

The District Website

Our website is the best place to find all of 
our District resources, contact information, 
upcoming events, and everything else you 
might want to know about the Hoboken Public 
Schools. 

Using the link below, you will find detailed 
information on how to navigate the website and 
find exactly what you need. This index will be 
updated regularly, so be sure to refer back often 
to find out what’s new!

Navigating the District Website

Hoboken High School
Featured School

College and Career Readiness

The Hoboken Public School District is committed to providing 
a solid framework for all students to be successful in their 
chosen path after graduation. The vision of a Hoboken High 
School graduate identi es the knowledge, skills, readiness and 
dispositions our students should have in order to be ready to 
effectively navigate college, career and future opportunities. 
This solid foundation has positively in uenced our students 
to undertake and take on the challenges that will globally in 
uence their futures.

Nearly all of our students aspire to continue their education 
after high school. There are, however, many different ways to 
pursue a post-secondary education and each have a value 
in the current and projected economy. Finding the right fit 
for each student is critical to ensure that they make a wise 
investment and are adequately prepared to be successful.

Click here to find out more about our College & Career Readiness programming, including all of
our exciting Summer Learning Opportunities.
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Innovative Spaces Design Update
As you have read previously and may have seen on Twitter, the Hoboken Public School District 
is working with two professors and their classes at Stevens Institute of Technology to design and 
build a living classroom and outdoor activity park at Hoboken Middle School. This partnership 
took another big step forward these past two weeks when the two Stevens’ design teams and 
their instructors met with Hoboken Public School District’s Board Members, 5th and 6th grade 
students, parents, administrators, and staff members from across the district. Following an initial 
input session with 7th and 8th grade students, this meeting furthered the conversation regarding 
unique activities and learning experiences that all stakeholders might like to see incorporated at 
Hoboken Middle School. This past Friday, Mr. DellaFave and I visited the Stevens’ students during 
their classes and took a sneak peek at their preliminary designs. Updates will be continually posted 
as they happen, so keep a close eye on our social media outlets!

Kindergarten Day of Visitation

On Wednesday, February 28th, each elementary 
school will be hosting a Kindergarten Day of Visitation 
for parents of incoming students. Each family 
received a placement letter for the school in which 
their child will attend Kindergarten. This special day 
will give parents the opportunity to visit their child’s 
future school, meet the principal and key employees, 
take a school tour and hear from P.T.O members, and 
see classrooms in action. The visits will be held from 
9:00-11:00 AM. Additional information about the 
Kindergarten Day of Visitation can be found in the 
Placement Letters that were sent home. 

Family STEAM Day
We are excited to announce an upcoming family day focused on STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) learning at 
Hoboken High School. On Saturday, March 10th, Ms. Miller’s Theater 
Department will begin by hosting its first ever Family Theater Day, 
from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM. This fundraiser, organized by Ms. Miller and 
her staff, is intended to showcase the work of the Department and its 
talented students. Those families in attendance will learn from Hoboken 
Public School District’s nationally-recognized Theater Department by 
participating in a series of workshops and other fun, hands-on theatre 
activities. More information can be found on our website. I do hope that 
you join us and enjoy a morning of theatre with your entire family! 

Immediately following the conclusion of Theater Day, Hoboken High 
School will be hosting our first ever Makers Day Event, beginning at 
12:30 PM. Be sure to plan your family’s entire day at Hoboken High 
School. At this event, your family will learn all about the awesome things 
happening inside Hoboken High School’s engineering,robotics, and 
computer science labs. Adults and children will have the opportunity 
to participate in Robotics Challenges, experiment with button makers 
and different electronics, use the 3D printers, and so much more! Come 
celebrate STEAM with us on March 10th.  It is sure to be an incredible 
day!

``

100th Day of School
The 100th Day of School was celebrated throughout last week.  Students at Brandt demonstrated 
how they are 100 days smarter by completing projects at home and sharing them with peers.  It was 
so fun to see the creative collections and ways students illustrated the number 100; some students 
wore shirts or hats while other students made posters.  This was a terrific opportunity for families to 
share in the learning process while creating these projects with their children. 

Our elementary students across the district had a great time celebrating in a variety of different 
ways, including dressing up, arts and crafts projects, and classroom lessons centered around the 
centennial theme of the day.

Weekly Highlights

Hoboken Public School District 
5th grade students building 
vex vehicles & using a coding 
app to program them to move 
autonomously through space

Our men’s basketball team held 
senior night at home on Friday facing 
Marist High School. Congratulations 
to our hardworking student-athletes!

Family Fitness Night at Connors 
Elementary School. What a great 
way to end a busy day. Way to go 
Connors' families and staff!
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